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by the incoherence of the plans. They were going into Finland;
they were not going into Finland. They were not going into
Norway; they were once more planning to go into Norway. No
master mind seemed to be guiding the coalition.

I got no better impression from my observations on the Belgian
frontier. The line was terrifyingly weak. The French Engineers, to
be sure, had in 1937 built little concrete casemates which were sup-
posed to be connected by an anti-tank ditch. But these casemates
were few in number and the ditch would be effective only if it were
commanded by anti-tank guns. Only the emplacements existed,
however, not the guns. To complete the defences the English dug
trenches of the 1914 type, but in the mud of Flanders the parapets
collapsed; and moreover what use were these miserable entrench-
ments against giant tanks or concentrated bombardment? My
friends, the correspondents of American, English and French papers,
many of whom had fought in the last war, saw with great anxiety
the weakness of our defences. But what could they say? The censor-
ship did not allow them nor me to voice any criticism. Nevertheless
the facts were indisputable and certainly known to the enemy! On
the frontier a thin line without density and lacking indispensable
weapons; behind this line, nothing, no reserves, no mass of
manoeuvre. Such was the terrifying picture.

My impression changed in December 1939 when I visited the
Maginot Line.

'I wish each British brigade/ General Gort said to me, 'to spend
several weeks in Lorraine to get actual war experience/

And so I went to see the Scotsmen in front of Metz. The French
Officer of Liaison was Captain de Chambrun, son of the General
who had entertained me in Fez. He gave himself heart and soul to
his work and achieved good results. Attached to the Infantry of
the Fortress he had served in one of the forts of the Line and took
me there for lunch. I saw fine soldiers who inspired confidence.
The armament of the forts, the perfection of the firing plans, the
multiple observation posts, the large gnm that flanked the anti-tank
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